
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Variations on “Diademeta” Charles Callahan 

* HYMN 151 Crown Him with Many Crowns  Diademata 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 100): 

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

People: Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 
 singing. 

Leader: Know that the Lord is God. 

People: We are God's people, and the sheep of the Lord's pasture. 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, bless God's name. 

People: For the Lord is good; God's steadfast love endures forever! 

INTROIT                        Hamilton Smith 

He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. All kings shall 
pay him homage. All nations shall serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that shall not be taken away, and his kingdom shall not be destroyed.  Alleluia.                  
         PSALM 71:8, 11; DANIEL 7:14 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

MINUTE FOR CHRISTMAS MUSIC  

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal God, we have lived too long in darkness.  We have worried 
and fretted about many things.  So today we bring hopes and fears, 
victories and defeats, love and indifference, generosity and selfishness 
and we place it all before you.  Help us to let go of things that 
constrain us, and guide us to find new delight in the things that  
are truly beautiful in your sight.  We hunger for your light.  May 
Jesus reign in our hearts always, as we pray in his name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 



 

 

 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF COOPER JONES KOTTKE 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 149 The Head That Once Was Crowned St. Magnus 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 34:11-24 



  

 

ANTHEM At the Round Earth’s Imagined Corners Spencer 

At the round earth's imagin'd corners, blow 
Your trumpets, angels, and arise, arise 
From death, you numberless infinities 
Of souls, and to your scatter'd bodies go; 
All whom the flood did, and fire shall o'erthrow, 
All whom war, dearth, age, agues, tyrannies, 
Despair, law, chance hath slain, and you whose eyes 
Shall behold God and never taste death's woe. 
But let them sleep, Lord, and me mourn a space, 
For if above all these my sins abound, 
'Tis late to ask abundance of thy grace 
When we are there; here on this lowly ground 
Teach me how to repent; for that's as good 
As if thou hadst sealed my pardon with thy blood. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 25:31-46 

SERMON                              “Should've” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY  Hallelujah (from “Mount of Olives”)     Beethoven 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah unto God’s Almighty Son. Praise the Lord, ye bright angelic 
choirs, in holy songs of joy. Man, proclaim his grace and glory. Hallelujah unto God’s 
Almighty Son. Praise the Lord in holy songs of joy. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



 

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 423 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun  Duke Street 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Te Deum           Jean Langlais  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Charles Callahan (b. 1951) is an American organist and composer, who has served a 
number of churches in the New York area. Composer Williametta Spencer (b. 1932) 
Was born in Illinois, educated in Michigan and California and won a Fulbright to 
study in Paris. Her work as an educator and choral clinician has brought her national 
attention, and her small catalogue of choral compositions have all won awards. Today’s 
anthem is based on one of the 19 Holy Sonnets written by poet John Donne in 1609. 
Dating from his conversion to Anglicanism, these poems in modified Petrarchian form 
are masterpieces of English poetry.  Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) wrote but 
one oratorio, "Christus am Oelberge" ("Christ on the Mount of Olives"). It was begun in 
1800 and finished during the following year. The text is by Huber, and was written, 
with Beethoven's assistance, in fourteen days. The closing number, a chorus of angels 
("Hallelujah, God's almighty Son"), is introduced with a short but massive symphony 
leading to a jubilant burst of "Hallelujah," which finally resolves itself into a glorious 
fugue. In all sacred music it is difficult to find a choral number which can surpass it  
in majesty or power. Jean Langlais (1907-1991) occupied the organ bench once held  
by Franck in St. Clothilde in Paris. He brought a unique language to his organ 
compositions, many of which are based on Gregorian chant. “Te Deum” (1937) is  
based on the Gregorian chant hymn of thanksgiving. It freely quotes the chant while 
giving it a symphonic treatment. 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 34:11-24 (NRSV) 
 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, 
and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they 
are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 



  

 

them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples  
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their  
own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed 
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be 
their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they 
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be 
the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord 
GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 17As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: I shall judge 
between sheep and sheep, between rams and goats: 18Is it not enough  
for you to feed on the good pasture, but you must tread down with your 
feet the rest of your pasture? When you drink of clear water, must you 
foul the rest with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have 
trodden with your feet, and drink what you have fouled with your feet? 
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with 
flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 
until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the 
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 
them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSV) 
 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Arons, Captain 
    Alan Aluska           Pearl Lau          TK Lau         Beverly Rhinehart  
   

Today we are pleased to celebrate the Baptism of Cooper Jones Kottke 
born August 16, 2014 in Hackensack, NJ to Luke and Jennifer Kottke. 
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Michael Bales. Michael Bales is a Digital 
Curation Fellow at Weill Cornell Medical College. A researcher in public 
health and bioinformatics, he has published scholarly articles covering 
scientific social networking, geographic information systems, and autism 
genomics. He is also a violinist and an award-winning visual artist with  
works in the permanent collection at the Williamsburg Art and Historical 
Center in Brooklyn, NY. He lives with his wife, Heeyoung, and son, Eli, in 
Palisades Park, NJ. 

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was 
it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that 
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the  
devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was  
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you  
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and 
in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 




